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FASHION DESIGNER-TURNED-FIBER ARTIST LIZ ROBB 
DEFTLY MANIPULATES NATURAL MATERIALS INTO 
HER VIBRANT AND TACTILE PIECES. 
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L
iz Robb has known what she wanted 
to do with her life since kindergarten. 
“When I was a kid and got those 
questionnaires that asked ‘What do 
you want to be when you grow up?’ 

I would always write ‘artist,’ ” says Robb, who 
would often spend time drawing, making her 
own dolls and sewing clothes for them. So, 
perhaps it’s no surprise that she went on to 
earn a Bachelor of Fine Arts in fashion design. 
After working in New York for American Eagle 
Outfitters, she scored a job with Wisconsin 
retailer Lands’ End. It was while she was working 
in women’s sweaters and knits that—through a 
friend at the company—she was introduced to 
and began volunteering for the owner of a farm 
in a rural area outside of Madison. “I learned to 
care for sheep, harvest their fleece and create 
beautiful roving and yarn,” she says. “My life 
transformed during that time.” This experience 
led her to go back to school to earn a Master  
of Fine Arts in fibers. 

Today, working from her Dogpatch studio 
overlooking the East Bay, Robb can be found 
expertly coaxing natural materials including 
cotton, wool and beeswax into her textured wall 
hangings, weavings and three-dimensional forms. 
Inspired by the brilliant hues used by such artists 
as James Turrell and Helen Frankenthaler, Robb 
integrates pops of bold colors in her tactile works 
and, whether she’s dyeing wool with indigo, 
working out a weaving on the loom, or utilizing 
techniques like wrapping and compressing, she 
keeps her methods organic. “My creative process 
often starts with doodling in my sketchbook, and 
then I explore patterns and relationships three-
dimensionally utilizing different materials,” she 
explains. “On the other hand, depending on 
my mood, I may start throwing around rope or 
roving to see what unfolds.”

Robb, who offers her dynamic pieces through 
Yonder in Pacifica, recently embarked on a two-
month residency at the Icelandic Textile Center. 
“I proposed creating three larger-than-life 
movable sculptures, both on and off the loom, 
using materials I sourced from the land,” she 
says. In her closer-to-home experiments, Robb 
is always trying out new techniques. She has 
worked with “different materials—paint, plastic, 
rubber—things that are pretty hard to undo,” 
says the artist, who has also tested out pouring 
plaster on her painstakingly woven creations. 
“Usually, you can kind of unweave and reweave, 
but with these secondary materials, it’s make  
it or break it.” 

Fiber artist Liz Robb (bottom) works out ideas for 
her pieces through sketching (below). Indigo thread 
and painted studies (opposite) hang in her Dogpatch 
studio, as does her Indigo Landscapes, 2015 (left). 
Whimsical embroideries (previous pages, right) were 
done for the Sanchez Art Center’s “50-50 Show.” 
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